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Listing of the Claims 

1. (Canceled) 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Currently amended) Tho protector of Claim 1 A drum 
protector for a nrinter cartridge rflrtririffe havinry an elongated drum 
with a dmm rritir^al imaging p^^^ ^^F>nHinp fllnnpr a substantial portion of 
the length of the drum t hp dmm also having relativfilv short end sections at 
both ends thereof, t hp prnter.tnr inr^nding: 

(ft) an ftlonfratec^ nrotA rtor member having a length greaterJJian the 
drum crit ical ima^n ^ area, the elonga ted proterfnr TT>eniber adapted to be 
nbsitioned in a nrQterHn|T pnaiti nn r^ver the drum, having at least one side 
flange portion on at least one long side of the elongated protector member; 



glgnfrated protector m ember^ thp raised aectinn ha^xnn^ a length SUfBdent to 
cover the drum crit ical i piagi np area and a heig[h1^ sufficient tQ^jprovid^^ 
clearance above the dnim rritical ima^g area when the nrotector is in the 
protecting pcpsition: and 




central raised section extending longituri iTiany on the 
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fc | at Ifiast two end snaners exte nding from the inner surface pf the 
raiftfid section at ^ lo cation such that thev a^e ont^dft of tJie dniTil critical 
imaging area when the protector is in the protectin g position. 

7. (Original) The protector of Claim 6 farther including at least one 
strip of contour-conforming material bonded to a bottom surface of the at 
least one side flange portion. 

8. (Original) The protector of Claim 6 wherein the strip of contour- 
conforming material includes an adhesive bonding surface on the bottom for 
removably bonding to the printer cartridge. 

9. (Currently amended) Tho protector of claim 1 A dnim protector 
for a r^rmt^r cartridge. th<^ rartridge leaving an elongated drum with a drum 
critical imag ing area extending alonff a substa^nttal norHon of the length of 
the drum, the drum also having relatively fthort end sections at both ends 
thereof, the nrotectnr including ! 



ffl) an elongated prote ctor member havingr length greater than the 

drum critiqa^ ima^ng area, t he elongated protector member adanted to be 



flange portion on at least one long side of the elongated protector member; 

fV^I a nentrfll raided section extending longitudinally on the 
elongated p rotector member, the raised section having a length SUffirifil^t tO 
cover the drum._critical imap pnfr area and a he ight sufficient to provide a 
c1earan9e drum critjcal imaging area when the protector is in the 

protecti ng position;, 
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nositionet^ in a protecting posi ti on over the doacaJ iaving at least one side 
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(r) at least tw o end spacers extending from the inner sUrfa 
raised section at a location siirVi ^tViAt thftv are out^idft of the drmn^jaAtlcal 
iTTia ^ng ai-f a when the nrote ctor is in the protecting position 

(d\ and f urther including a first resilient element receiving feature 
located at a first longitudinal end of the elongated protector member and a 
second resilient element receiving feature located at a second longitudinal 
end of the elongated protector member,. 

10. (Currently amended) ?*ie — prot e ctor — e& — Claim — l rA.._drum 
protector for a printer carbidge. the cartridge having an elongated drum 
with a drum critical imaging area e xtending along a fcnHQtantial portinn nf 
the length of the drum, the drum ^Isn having relatively short end sections^ 
both ends thereof, the protector including: 

(A) an elongated nrotector membe r having a length p;rftat^.r than the 
drum critical imaging area, the elongat i>d protector member adapted toJbfi 
positioned in a protecting position ove r the drum, having at least one side 
flange portion on at least one long side of the elongated protector member; 

(b ) a central raised section exten ding lonffltudinallv on the 
elon gated protector member, the raised section having a length sufficient to 
rover the drti-m critical imagin g area and a height sufficient to provide a 
clearance above the drum c r^tiral imaging are^ yrhen the protector is in the 
protecting position: 
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fr) flt least tr '7 ^ni tpf >-iH-..t.Hinpr frnTn the, inner surface of tbe 
^oio^H «^r»inn at a location surh ths t thftv are Qntairift pf the drum critical 
imaging arpa when the firot^rtor ift in tJie prr^tfff rint^ position: 

(H ) and fi irther including at least one ridge extending along a 
substantial portion of the elongated protector member in the longitudinal 
direction. 

11. (Canceled) 

12. (Canceled) 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Currently amended) The method of ClaiTn 1 1 ^ m^thcK^ 
nrntftctincf ^ printf^y rortriHgP rinim , the drum having a dmm crittcal 

j H^flffinpr area eaftend inp » mihstantial portion nf thf^ len^ thereof and 

f»rthRr havin g r^lativelv short ^nH >^rtions at hoth ends thPff^pf, thq Pietfipd 
^l^^lTiriing the steoa: 

ral nnsitinninfT a nrntertnT nvflr the rfnim in a Tnanner such that the 
protector rests on the short end sec tinna: and 

(bl securing prr^t^r-tn.- nvf^r thft <^iiiTr, ^th one nr more securing 
^ifitnent;^ and w herein the drum is surrounded by a toner bin having a toner 
bin opening formed in the top thereof through which the drum is exposed, 
the method further including the step of substantially confirming bottom 
edges of the protector to peripheral surfaces of the toner bin opening.. 
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15. (Canceled) 

16. (Canceled) 

17. (Canceled) 

18. (Canceled) 

19. (Currently amended) gio protector of Claim 15 further A drum 
protector of a print er r^AitHd^e^ the cartridge hqviiifi[ a drum witJi a drum 
critical imaging area extending along a substantial portion of the length Of 
the rinim. the drum also having relatively sh ort end sections at both enda. 
the protector including: 

(a) an elongated nrotector member, the elongated protector member 
adapted to he nositioned in a nrotecting p6sition over the drum: 

fh) a central raised sectioh extending longitgdinallv QH the 
elongated protector member, the r aised sRction having an inner aurfac^^ ^ 
lenc^ sufficient to cover the dniin '"^tif^al ima^g area, and a height 
ciiiffteient to provide a clearance above the drum rritiral i mAPinP areg when 

the nrotector is in the protecting position: and 

(c) at least two f^nd spacers exten ijlin^ frQm a bottom surface of the 
prntfector member, each end spacer being a dapted to rest on a resnective 
short end section of the drum so as to m aintain^a^c learance between the 
rfrnm rritiral imagnnp area and the elongated protec tor member when the 
protector memb er, is in the protectin g position and including at least one 
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Strip of contour-conforming material secured to a bottom surface along one 
lateral flange of the protractor protector member. 

20. (Currently amended) Th e protector of Claim 15 further A 
drum protector of a printer cartridg e, the cartridge having a drum with a 
drum critical imagin p ar^a ftvtendin^ along a substantial portion of the 
length Of the drum, th p Hnim alan having relatively short end sections at 
hnth ^nds. the nrotector including: 

f a ) an elongated protec tor member, the elongated protector member 
adapted to be positioned it} a nrot ectinfy position over the drum; 

ih\ a central raised sect ion extending longitudinallv on the 
elongated protector member, the rai sed section having bti inner surface, a 
length sufficient t n cnvey the drum critical imaqinff yea^ and a hei^t 
Riifficient to provide a clean^ nce above th^ dram cHHcal iina|yinp area when 
the protector is, in the protecting position: and 

(r ) a , t leflftt tw o end snncei^s extending from a hqt|^om surface of the 
protector membe r, each end suacex heinig adfiptftd to rest on a respective 
short end section of the drum so as to maintain a clearance between the 
drum critic al imaging area and the elongated protector member whep the 
protector member is in the protecting po aition and including a first resilient 
element receiving feature located at a first longitudinal end of the elongated 
protector member and a second resilient element receiving feature located at 
a second longitudinal end of the elongated protractor protector member. 
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